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Why Don’t All My Prayers Get Answered?

Grace Fellowship Church / Pastor Brad Bigney 

Habakkuk 1:2  says “O LORD, how long shall I cry, and You will not hear! Even cry out to You ‘Violence!’ and You will not save!”

That verse sounds like the way we or our counselees feel sometimes, doesn't it? 

Psalm 13:1-2  “How long, O Lord?  Will You forget me forever?  How long will You hide Your face from me?  How long shall I take counsel in my soul, having sorrow in my heart daily?...”

If the Request is wrong, God says, “No.”

If the Timing is wrong, God says, “Slow.”

If You are wrong, God says, “Grow.”

But if the request is right… the timing is right… and you are right… God say, “Go!”

So what are some of the reasons our prayers go unanswered?

I. We Might be Trying to Turn Prayer into a Machine or Formula You Can Work on Your Own

Matthew 15:7-9  “… ﻿Hypocrites! Well did Isaiah prophesy about you, saying: ﻿These ﻿﻿people ﻿﻿draw near to Me with their mouth, and honor Me with their lips, but their heart is far from Me. And in vain they worship Me…”
· Unanswered prayer sets us free from the illusion that we have a formula for controlling God… and that way I won’t need to know Him… or seek Him… or wait on Him… or trust Him… or go with Him through the dark times.

· You’ll need to help your counselees to understand that the subject of prayer will always be cloaked with a measure of mystery… because God never designed prayer to function like a mechanical vending machine – with us dropping our money in… pushing the prayer button… and getting what we want… kerplunk!
Isaiah 55:8-9  For as My thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways My ways, says the Lord.  For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are My ways higher than your ways, and My thoughts than your thoughts.”

Hebrews 11 –  v. 30-39 

· This chapter in the book of Hebrews should remind us that we’re supposed to have faith in God… not faith in prayer… and not faith in our faith… we’re to have faith in God!  
· There’s some teaching out there that almost idolizes prayer… to the exclusion of the One we’re praying to.  The whole emphasis is on our prayer… our faith… our petition… but don’t ever forget it’s not prayer that saves you… so put your trust in God… not prayer!   Prayer is simply the means by which we communicate with the God we trust!

II. We Might Be Asking for the Wrong Thing
Longfellow was right when he said, "What discord we should bring into the universe if all our prayers were answered! Then we should govern the world and not God. And do you think we should govern it better? It gives me pain to hear the long, wearisome petitions of men asking for they know not what." 

Elijah -

I Kings 19:1-4  - Elijah has just gone from a mountain top experience (on Mt. Carmel battling the prophets of Baal, 450 prophets of Baal and 400 prophets of Asherah) to the pits of despair… and he’s physically and emotionally exhausted!  He’s lost focus, he’s lost heart.

I Kings 19:4  “… and came and sat down under the broom tree.  And he prayed that he might die, and said, ‘It is enough!  Now, Lord, take my life, for I am no better than my fathers!’”
Jonah –

Jonah prayed a foolish prayer because he was out of tune with the heart and purposes of God. – way out of step with God.

Jonah 4:1-3  “But it displeased Jonah exceedingly, and he became angry.  So he prayed to the Lord, and said, ‘Ah, Lord, was not this what I said when I was still in my country?  Therefore I fled previously to Tarshish; for I know that You are a gracious and merciful God, slow to anger and abundant in lovingkindness, One who relents from doing harm.  Therefore now, O Lord, please take my life from me, for it is better for me to die than to live!’”
James & John – 

Matt. 20:20-23 - James and John came with their mother to Jesus, asking if they could reserve the best two seats in his kingdom.  They wanted to be Jesus' chief executive officers.  Jesus told them they didn't know what they were asking for - and that the places of honor are already reserved.  He said, "No."

Luke 9:51-56 “But they did not receive Him, because His face was set for the journey to Jerusalem. And when His disciples James and John saw this, they said, ‘Lord, do You want us to command fire to come down from heaven and consume them, just as Elijah did?’ but He turned and rebuked them, and said, ‘You do not know what manner of spirit you are of.  For the Son of Man did not come to destroy men’s lives but to save them.’”

III. We Might  Be Asking for the Wrong Reason or With a Wrong Motives
· So many of our prayers are just ‘Consumer Prayers.’  They’re shallow, self-centered attempts to use God to pad my life – and to grab all the gusto I can right here.

“When I began to study prayer, I was demolished over this point. I went over my usual prayers and had to face up to a lot of ugly covetousness.  There was grand confusion between wants and needs, rights and favors, justice and grace, convenience and conformity to Christ.  I found that I’d been saying, in effect, ‘Keep me from trial or tragedy or pain or anything that would make me really grow and become a man of God.  Just give me a convenient, happy, satisfying, problem-free life.’  When Jesus prayed the model prayer we call the Lord’s Prayer, his first requests were that God’s name be reverenced, that His kingdom come, that His will be done.  That doesn’t sound much like the self-centered, shortsighted prayers I’d been saying.”  Too Busy Not to Pray, p. 92, Bill Hybels
James 4:3  “You do not have, because you do not ask God.  When you ask, you do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, that you may spend what you get on your pleasures.”

· Help your counselee to see that God’s not interested in being their Celestial Santa Claus or their Genie in a Bottle… their Cosmic Bell Hop or their Big Sugar Daddy in the sky.  His aim is not to please us – and to serve us….  but to promote the fame of His name – and the advancement of His kingdom – and to the degree that our prayers line up with these purposes – we’ll see answers to prayer!
· If we were honest we would have to say, “Oh God, I don’t want to face up to my own shortcomings… so change them.  I don’t want to work on this relationship, so change them.  I don’t wanna be inconvenienced so change them... I don’t want to go through the pain and hard work of change myself… so change them.”

IV. We Might Be Asking for the Right Thing and for the Right Reason but at the Wrong Time
Many times God delays answering so that He can develop certain character qualities in us… like endurance  … trust  … patience  … or submission.
· Sometimes the Lord waits to answer prayer because there is something in us that needs to be made right. There is something in our life… some plan… some scheme… that we are depending on to solve the problem---and God needs to allow enough time for that plan to fall apart.
Isaiah 40:31  “But those that wait on the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings like eagles, they shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint.”

Psalm 27:13-14  “I would have lost heart unless I had believed that I would see the goodness of the Lord in the land of the living.  Wait on the Lord; be of good courage, and He shall strengthen your heart; wait, I say, on the Lord!”

“We must also pray because prayer allows God to work on us.”  I hope you’ve figured that out by now – God is more interested in working on us than He is in working on our circumstances – but so many of our prayers are circumstances oriented – we want God to change our circumstances and the people around us.


Perhaps one reason God delays His answers to our prayers is because He knows we need to be with Him far more than we need the things we ask of Him.  I include myself among those who have prayed for years for someone or something with no apparent answer or resolution.  But we can say that as we prayed long and hard, we found something we may not have been looking for when we began to pray, something better than the thing we asked of God.  We found His incomparable presence.  The praying can often be greater than the things we pray for.”  Deepening Your Conversation With God, Ben Patterson, p. 27 & 28

V. We Might not Recognize that God Has Something Better
Romans 11:33-36  “Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God!  How unsearchable are His judgments and His ways past finding out!  For who has known the mind of the Lord?  Or who has become His counselor?  Or who has first given to Him and it shall be repaid to Him?  For of Him and through Him and to Him are all things, to whom be glory forever.  Amen.”

John 11:1-6  “Now a certain man was sick, Lazarus of Bethany, the town of Mary and her sister Martha.  It was that Mary who anointed the Lord with fragrant oil and wiped His feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was sick.  Therefore the sisters sent to Him, saying, ‘Lord, behold, he whom You love is sick.’  When Jesus heard that, He said, ‘This sickness is not unto death, but for the glory of God, that the Son of God may be glorified through it.’  Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus.  So, when He heard that he was sick, He stayed two more days in the place where He was.”

v. 6   “Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus.  So, when He heard that he was sick, He stayed two more days in the place where He was.”

Remember this:  God always has bigger and better plans than we do!  God knows better!  God always has a bigger and better plan than we do.

VI. God Might Be Doing a Special Work in Us

2 Corinthians 12:7-10  “And lest I should be exalted above measure by the abundance of the revelations, a thorn in the flesh was given to me, a messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest I be exalted above measure.  Concerning this thing I pleaded with the Lord three times that it might depart from me.  And He said to me, ‘My grace is sufficient for you, for My strength is made perfect in weakness.’ ”

VII. We Might Be the Very Reason  Our Prayers are Going Unanswered!  

Prayer Buster #1 -  Are They Really a Child of God?

Is your counselee converted?  Are they really saved?  Or is it just religion?
I Peter 3:12  “For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous, and His ears are open to their prayers; but the face of the Lord is against those who do evil.”
﻿
Prayer Buster #2 -  Are They Refusing  to Submit to God’s Word in Their Own Life?

Proverbs 28:9 says, "If anyone turns a deaf ear to the law even his prayers are detestable."  

Proverbs 1:28-29 says, "Then they will call to Me but I will not answer; they will look for Me but will not find Me. Since they hated knowledge and did not choose to fear the Lord." 

God’s not promised to answer the prayers of stubborn rebellious children… and God makes this principle absolutely clear in… 

Zechariah 7:11-13 where He says "But they refused to heed, shrugged their shoulders, and stopped their ears so that they could not hear.  Yes, they made their hearts like flint, refusing to hear the law and the words which the Lord of hosts had sent by His Spirit through the former prophets… v. 13  Therefore it happened, that just as He proclaimed and they would not hear, so they called out and I would not listen, says the Lord of hosts.”
Prayer Buster #3 -  Are They Holding On to Some Secret Sin?

Psalm 66:18  “If I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear.”

Matthew Henry "If I have favorable thoughts of it, if I love it, indulge it, and allow myself in it, if I treat it as a friend and bid it welcome, make provision for it and am loath to part with it, if I roll it under my tongue as a sweet morsel… if I delight in it after the inward man, God will not hear my prayer, will not accept it, nor be pleased with it, nor can I expect an answer of peace to it.’’ 

· If you’re tolerating sin in your life… playing around with it… still wanting your sin more than you want God… then don’t expect to see a lot of answered prayer.  In a sense you’ve reduced your range of effective prayer down to confession – because that’s all God wants to hear from you.

· God never designed the Christian life… let alone prayer… to function like some hotline to His throne – while at the same time you cling to your secret sin… indulging the lusts of the flesh… and refusing to repent.  

Ezekiel 14:3-5  “Son of man, these men have set up their idols in their hearts, and put before them that which causes them to stumble into iniquity.  Should I let Myself be inquired of at all by them?  Therefore speak to them, and say to them, ‘Thus says the Lord God: “Everyone of the house of Israel who sets up his idols in his heart, and puts before him that which causes him to stumble into iniquity, and then comes to the prophet, I the Lord will answer him who comes, according to the multitude of his idols, that I may seize the house of Israel by their heart, because they are all estranged from Me by their idols.” 

· Ezekiel tells us that as long as you’re clinging to idols – as long as you’re putting something else ahead of God – the only thing God wants to talk to about when you come to Him in prayer – is that idol.  
Prayer Buster #4 – Are They Ignoring  Broken  Relationships? 

They might be holding onto a bitter or unforgiving spirit…

Mark 11:25  “And whenever you stand praying, if you have anything against anyone, forgive him, that your Father in heaven may also forgive you your trespasses.  But if you do not forgive, neither will your Father in heaven forgive your trespasses.”  

Imagine the amount of prayer that’s being wasted by this one sin of unforgiveness… and imagine the revival that might be unleashed on our church and on this country if this one sin of unforgiveness was repented of.

I Peter 3:7  “Husbands… dwell with them with understanding, giving honor to the wife, as to the weaker vessel, and as being heirs together of the grace of life, that your prayers may not be hindered.”

And I know it’s not always possible to make amends… but God expects you to do what you can.  You make an honest attempt.

Romans 12:18  “If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone.”

In some cases the other person would rather continue the warfare than forgive.  If that’s the case then God won’t let that broken relationship stand in the way of their prayers.
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